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Two thousands years the israeli people were in the “Gola”. Two thousands years they yearned to return and have a national life in their country. 100 years ago the Zionisim called the people to return and restore a new israeli state in Palestine. The two thousand-year dream came true. 

The name of this Hebrew month is “Iyyar”. During this month the Israeli people celebrate two important occasions: The declaration of independence and the Six Day War. These two occasions symbolize the revival and independence of the people in this old country- Israel.
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The declaration of independence: 

The year was 1948, the 5th of Iyyar , David Ben Guryon announced a jewish state restoration in the state of Israel. The announcement was accompanied with weighty fears and big hopes too. Not everyone was happy about the Israeli state restoration.  It was just born and already had to fight for its existence in a bloody war with its neighbors.
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The ceremony:
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The ceremony took place at the museum at Rotshild avenues, Tel-Aviv.Ben-Gurion read the declaration of independence and afterwards the temporary government members  signed it. After a few hours , at midnight, the british mandate in israel was finished. Thousands of people started at a spontaneous  singing of the “Hatikva”, the israeli state’s anthem, and the streets became full of crowds who celebrated.
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The Six Day War took place on June 5th –10th 1967 between Israel and Egypt, Jordan and Syria. 
In the end Israel won a praised victory, and the I.D.F conquered Sinai, the Gaza strip, Judeo, Samaria, east Jerusalem and the Golan height.
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At 10:00 a.m. the parachutists broke through the Lions Gate and made the “Kotel” free. At Har Habait everyone stood and shouted:

“Har Habait in our hands...” the excitement was marvelous.
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The resolts of the war:

· About 8000 Israeli soldiers died.

· Israel achieved a big political and military accomplishment of  conquering a lot of areas. 

· The calmness that was in Israel after the war, and surrounded the government, the army, and the whole nation, led to the surprising  war. 

· The Six Day War brought Israel a huge prosperity and growth that haven’t been in those days. 

These occasions are still celebrated in Israel and in the diaspora. We think that celebrating them, especially these days, is a continuation of the old declaration: “Am Israel Hai!” 
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